Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.115; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.0.
There are two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 7 H 7 NO. The conformation of the N-H bond in the structure is syn to the C O bond in one of the molecules and anti in the other. In the crystal, molecules are packed into chains diagonally in the ac plane via N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For related structures, see: Gowda et al. (2006) ; Brown (1966) . For our study of the effect of ring and side chain substitutions on the crystal structures of aromatic amides, see: Gowda et al. (2000 Gowda et al. ( , 2007 Gowda et al. ( , 2009 ).
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
As part of a study of the effect of ring and side chain substitutions on the crystal structures of aromatic amides (Gowda et al., 2000; 2007; , the structure of N-(phenyl)-formamide (I) has been determined. The asymmetric unit contains two independent molecules (Fig. 1) . The conformation of the N-H bond is syn to the C═O bond in the side chain, in one of the molecules and is anti in the other, in contrast to the anti conformation observed in N-(2,6-dichlorophenyl)-formamide (Gowda et al., 2000 and N-(phenyl) -acetamide (Brown et al., 1966) . The molecules in (I) are linked through intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonding (Tab. 1) and the chains formed diagonally as viewed in the ac plane (Fig. 2 ).
Experimental
The purity of the commmercial sample (Aldrich Chemicals) was checked by determining its melting point and characterized by recording its infrared and NMR spectra (Gowda et al., 2006) . The single crystals used in X-ray diffraction studies were grown in ethanol solution by slow evaporation at room temperature.
Refinement
The H atoms were located in difference map and their positional parameters were refined with C-H = 0.9300 Å with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). The N-bonded H atoms refined freely. Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of (I), showing the atom labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H atoms are represented as a small spheres of arbitrary radii. 
N-Phenylformamide
Crystal data 
